Community Based Village Tourism & Major Pilgrimage Sites of Nepal:

Eco-tourism can be a significant, even essential, part of the local economy. It has immense potential to help in poverty alleviation. Besides its unique potential to carry exchange and investment directly to the local level, it can make significant contribution to rural development, agricultural transformation, community enrichment and social empowerment, particularly for women (Shrestha and Walinga, 2003)
More recently, community based tourism has been recognized as another form of tourism. "The community based tourism occurs when decisions about tourism activity and development are driven by the host community. It usually involves some form of cultural exchange where tourists meet with local communities and witness aspects of their lifestyle. Many such remote ethnic communities may be vulnerable to outside influences and decisions about the way tourists are hosted must be owned by the community for successful and sustainable tourism" (SNV, 2003).

Community based tourism can generate a sense of pride in the local population and make funds available for maintaining or upgrading cultural assets (e.g. archeological ruins, historic sites, traditional crafts production (World Bank, 2000 cited in UNEP, 2001).

The aims of community based eco-tourism largely depend on the issues, problems and needs of the community. In general it serves as a tool for conservation and, at the same time, a tool for improving the quality of life. It also serves as a tool to bring the community together to consult, discuss and work together in solving community problems. Further such tourism provides opportunity for exchange of knowledge and culture between tourists and the community and helps to provide supplementary income for individual members of the community and for community development (REST, 2002).  

Responsible Tourism:

It refers to the type of tourism where tourism organizations take care of tourist destinations while providing visitor satisfaction. As a result, the resources and attractions—both natural and cultural—are not spoiled for local people or future visitors. Further, it denotes care for the environment and cultural resources, an opportunity for locals in terms of employment or other kinds of involvement, sufficient information regarding local resources for visitors, and implementation of the policy of Corporate Social Responsibility (Gyawali et al., 2003).

Pro-Poor Tourism:

Pro-poor tourism is another form of tourism where the benefits to the poor are greater than the costs that tourism entails to them. This approach emphasizes the need to extend tourism opportunities for people living on less than US$ 1 per day. This category of people should be involved in tourism for realizing poverty reduction through tourism. By definition, it is obvious that not all community based tourism is pro-poor tourism (Goodwin, 2000). Pro-poor tourism strategies emphasize on unlocking opportunities for the poor within tourism, rather than expanding the overall size of the tourism business (WTO, 2002).

Village Tourism:

Village tourism denotes tourists visiting villages and staying in or near the villages. Successful cases have shown that there should be special features of the particular village to attract visitors. This is also associated with the tourist behavior in that they stay in a village and explore the surroundings (McIntyre, 1993). The special feature of this kind of tourism is that the visitors become part of the local village for the period of their stay. Such visitors normally do not expect the kind of accommodation and food that they are accustomed to. In other words, they rely on locally available accommodation and food.  

Since village tourists depend on locally available accommodation, with minor modifications in some cases, accommodation does not require large investments. A house in the village serves as an accommodation for the visitor. Therefore, villages could serve visitors even with minimum entrepreneurial skills. Visitors are served local food and cultural programs are organized for entertainment. Such an opportunity allows visitors to immerse themselves in the local socio-cultural environment. It also allows them an opportunity to get to know local social, cultural and religious practices. Since it is these special features of any typical destination that attract tourists, hosts soon understand the need for preservation of the local tourism resources, including their culture and religion. 

Potential Eco-tourism Sites in Nepal:

The major tourist destinations for sightseeing in Nepal at present are the Kathmandu and Pokhara valleys. Owing to their rich cultural heritage and natural beauty, these two valleys are obvious choices. Chitwan has emerged as another major tourist destination because of its wildlife. Lumbini by virtue of being the birthplace of Lord Buddha also attracts a sizeable number of tourists every year. As for trekking destinations, the major areas frequented by tourists are Annapurna, Manang, Jomsom, Everest (Sagarmatha region) and Langtang. 

A better distribution of tourists across the country is much desired, especially for reducing the concentration and associated impacts in these locations and spreading tourism earnings. In this way tourism can remain more or less small-scale and can therefore still meet one of the preferred criteria of eco-tourism.  

Apart from the well-established tourist destinations mentioned in this study, there are other important locations in the country with potential. Based on secondary literature, which include NTB publications, the ADB Eco-tourism Project Report and other relevant publications, the following sites are recognized as potential eco-tourism destinations.

Antu Danda and Adjoining Areas:

Antu Danda and adjoining areas, renowned for the splendor of their lush green hillocks, spectacular landscape of tea gardens, and cultural and historical uniqueness, hold great eco-tourism potential. The area is in Ilam district, which occupies an area of 1,703 square kilometers with total population of 282,806. The area has great climatic and geographical variation, some of its hill stations tower up to around 4,000 meters, which if developed well, could offer tourists the option of skiing in snow clad mountains. These spots also offer breathtaking glimpses of Mt. Everest, Kangchenjunga, Makalu, spectacular sunrises and sunsets, and endangered species like red panda. However, careful planning is needed to develop this area as an attractive and competitive eco-tourism destination while also safeguarding against any negative environmental, cultural and economic impacts. The important sites of the area are Antu Danda, Maipokhari, Sandakpur, Kanyam and Fikkal Bazaar, Sidhi Thumka, Gajur Mukhi and Pathibhara
Antu Danda:

Antu Danda lies close to the Indian border. It is an unspoiled site that beguiles tourists coming to Ilam Bazaar of Nepal and Darjeeling of India. Antu Danda is in Ilam district, some 35 kilometers from the district headquarters of Ilam. It is nestled in a calm and cool environment, enclosed by the Mechi River, Kanyam Tea State, Fikkal Bazaar and Pashupatinagar. 

The major attractions of Antu Danda are its natural, cultural, religious and historical dimensions. The landscape and biodiversity includes pine forests, terraces, slopes, flat lands enriched with varying vegetations, cash crops lakes and ponds, sub-tropical NTFPs and wildlife including some of the world's endangered species. Antu Danda is famous for its views of the Himalayas to the north and the flat lands of the Terai to the south. Tourists can enjoy sunrise and sunset on the mountaintop, especially during the month of Kartik and Mangsir (October-December). However, Aswin (September) and Falgun to Baisakh (February-April) are also good times to visit the area (NTB, 2001). Tiger Hill of Ilam is another attraction for tourists. It has a long cave with a carved image of 

Lord Buddha. 

Mountain biking, pony riding, camping sites, angling, boating, rock climbing village tour, comfortable lodging facility, bird watching, skiing and paragliding are possible tourism products that can be developed in the area. In terms of existing facilities Antu Danda has electricity, communication facility, camping grounds, simple tea stalls, simple accommodations, seasonal bus service, earthen roads and trails (NTB, 2001).

Gorkha:

The District of Gorkha is culturally, historically and environmentally one of the World’s most interesting and beautiful areas with stunning scenery, numerous historical landmarks, exotic flora and fauna, traditional rural Nepali architecture, ancient cultural traditions and customs, breathtaking views of the Himalayas, and am almost untouched countryside. It seems to embody everything that is most desirable in Nepal.

Gorkha, then, would seem like an obvious tourist destination. Yet few of the 400, 000 foreign tourists, who flock to Nepal, each year visit the area. Gorkha clearly has great potential and is Nepal’s best – kept secret.

Currently, development of tourism products and community preparation for more visitors are underway. Trekking routes in Gorkha are being further developed, trails are being improved and a Tourism Management Committee (with representatives from each village community organization) has been formed.

Maipokhari:

Maipokhari is another attractive site in Ilam District. From an eco-tourism perspective, Maipokhari possesses some promising potentialities with its religious and archeological values, and its natural beauty.

Maipokhari, the famous lake in Ilam, lies at an elevation of 2,150 meters. It is located about 11 kilometers from Ilam. Of the important sites of the area, Maipokhari Lake is the major attraction. Its religious value and popularity make it a potential site for eco-tourism development. 

Maipokhari is an important watershed area in the region covering around 450 hectares of land, mostly dense forest. Its 2.5 hectares of land exclusive of the pond area has been conserved as natural forest with a proper fence. The forest harbors various valuable species of plants, like ground orchid, white rhododendron and precious NTFPs. The other attraction is the wildlife. The forest of the area has some of the rare animals like musk deer, leopard, porcupine, jackal, rare birds like Khalij, Tibetan duck and some rare insects, which are on the verge of extinction (NTB, 2001). 

Maipokhari has great religious and cultural importance. According to legend Maipokhari is the rendezvous of Shiva and Parvati who visit the place once a year during Kartik Ekadashi. Therefore, people from surrounding villages and distant places come to take a holy dip in the pond. A great fair (mela) takes place once a year on the day of Thuloekadeshi. In terms of existing tourism facilities Maipokhari has electricity, communication, camping grounds, standard and simple tea stalls, seasonal bus service with earthen road, and manmade/natural/cultural/religious attractions. The products that can be added to the area’s tourism products and services by entrepreneurs are regular bus service, bird watching, village tour, boating facility, museums, angling facility, camping site, local guide service, souvenir shop, standard tea stalls, pony riding and mountain biking (NTB, 2001).

Sandakpur:

Sandakpur is one of the highly promising locations from a tourism development viewpoint but it has not gained popularity as a tourist destination. It is also situated in Ilam. It lies at an elevation of 3636 meters above sea level (NTB 2001), so the area is often snow capped. Its height and its slope provide opportunities for skiing. Sandakpur also offers views of Mt. Everest, Mt. Kangchenjunga, Mt. Makalu and some of the world's highest mountains. Rather than cultural and historical aspect, its natural aspect seems highly promising for eco-tourism development in the area. The area also has high altitude flora and fauna, including endangered species like red panda. Due to its height, sunrise and sunset are the most interesting time to spare in the area. 

The existing tourism facilities at Sandakpur are its exceptional environment and nature, earthen roads and trails. The area has enough camping grounds. Bus services are irregular so tourists can use private vehicles that take them to Khorsanitar (Maimajuwa), about 21 km from Ilam Bazaar. From there Sandakpur is a six hour trek. The products and services that can be added to the area by entrepreneurs are mountain biking, pony riding, souvenir shops, local guide service, cable car, skiing and paragliding (NTB, 2001). 

Kanyam and Fikkal Bazaar 

Kanyam and Fikkal Bazaar lie in Ilam district of Eastern Development Region. Ilam has a 140-year history of tea farming. Of the tea plantations that are thriving in the area, Kanyam Tea State is the largest. It is located in Kanyam VDC of Ilam. Spreading flat in the Mahabharat Range, the tea garden and its appealing greenery is something special for the tourists, photographers and sightseers. 

The existing products at the Kanyam and Fikkal Bazaar are natural attraction, man made architecture and art. The area is accessible by a blacktopped road linking to Ilam, Fikkal Bazaar and Kanyam. The existing facilities at Kanyam and Fikkal Bazaar are communication, electricity, travel services, souvenir shops, camping grounds, standard and simple tea stalls, simple lodging facilities, regular bus service, black topped road and manmade, natural, cultural and religious attractions. The products that can be added in the Kanyam and Fikkal Bazaar area are travel, tour and cargo services, golfing, village tour, museums, camping sites, local guide services, souvenir shop, standard tea shop, pony ridding and mountain biking.

Sidhi Thumka 

Sidhi Thumka is in Ilam district of the Eastern Development Region. It lies at an elevation of 1800 meters, west of Ilam Bazaar. Sidhi Thumka is ideal for a short trek and for panoramic views of the mountains and plains wrought in the colors of sunset and sunrise. It is a 4-hour trek to reach Sidhi Thumka from Ilam Bazaar. It can also be reached by road from Ilam Bazaar. 

The available facilities are earthen road, trails and camping grounds. The possible tourism products and services that entrepreneurs can add or develop are standard lodging facility, rock climbing, paragliding, skiing, local guide services, souvenir shops, hygienic/standard tea stalls and mountain biking (NTB, 2001). 

Gajur Mukhi 

Gajur Mukhi is another tourist destination in Ilam district. The major attraction here is a cave with carved images of gods and goddesses. The cave is about 20 feet long and 10 feet high (Bhandari, 1997). On the full moon day of Kartik, special worship is performed. The place can be reached by road up to Ghuseni from Ilam Bazaar via Gagre Bhanjyang. A seasonal bus service operates along this road. Gajur Mukhi lies on the banks of Deunmai Khola, west of Ilam Bazaar. Its importance is mostly from a religious perspective. The site is a four-hour trek from Ilam Bazaar and enhancing the trekking route from Ilam Bazaar to Gajur Mukhi could add to the attraction of the area. 

Recently some tourism facilities have been developed in the area, including seasonal bus service, trails for trekking and comfortable accommodation. Cultural/religious attractions, standard tea stalls, local guide services and regular bus services are potential tourism products of the area (NTB, 2001). 

Pathibhara 

Pathibhara lies in Terhathum district of the Eastern Development Region. It is an important site from a religious and cultural viewpoint, with the temple of Pathibhara Devi being the most important attraction. The temple is sited close to the Mechi Highway in the southeast of Kolbung VDC. The site of the temple is known as Hanspokhari. 

The existing facilities include beautiful and natural camping grounds, blacktopped road with regular bus service and beautiful trails.

Basantapur and Adjoining Areas 

Basantapur lies in Terhathum district. It is the central attraction of Terhathum District, which has an area of 679 square kilometers accommodating almost 113,111 people. The area lies at an elevation of 345 to 962 meters (Sharma, et al, 2000). Despite relatively small area, 21 different languages are spoken by the inhabitants. The area, therefore, has immense diversity in linguistic, biological and religious terms. The major sites around Basantpur are Tin Jure Danda, Milke Danda, Pattek Danda, Gupha Pokhari, Marg Pokhari, Sukrabare Bazaar and Panchakanya Pokhari.

Tinjure Danda: 

Tin Jure Danda lies in Taplejung district. The name means "three humped mountain". The hump-shaped mountain creates a breathtaking scene and offers excellent views of Mt. Everest, Mt. Makalu and other Himalayan ranges. The mountain lies at an elevation of 3,031 meters. The green forest that covers Tinjure Danda has more than 34 varieties of rhododendron plants (NTB, 2001). It is well worth viewing sunset and sunrise from the summit of the mountain. 

The existing facilities at Tin Jure Danda are communication, graveled road with seasonal bus service, simple tea stalls, and trekking trails. Tourism entrepreneurs can develop other products like mountain biking, lodgings, local guide service, camping sites and birds watching in the area (NTB, 2001). A significant number of visitors travel to this area in the season to view the rhododendrons in bloom.  

Milke Danda 

Milke Danda has great potential for eco-tourism development because of its natural beauty. This spot is equally attractive as Tin Jure Danda in terms of rhododendron forests. Its chief attraction is however the trail that links Taplejung from Basantapur Bazaar. Milke Danda is located at a height of 2905 meters (NTB, 2001) and offers panoramic views of the Himalayan ranges from the mountaintop. A road has been planned to link Khandbari to Kimathok, the closest point in Nepal to the Tibetan border of China. Besides natural products of the area, there are standard tea stalls, camping grounds, trails and earthen roads. The tourism products and services that can be added to this list are comfortable camping sites, hygienic tea stalls, pony riding, trekking and mountain biking (NTB, 2001).

Pattek Danda

Pattek Danda is situated at a distance of 3 kilometers from Basantapur Bazaar. It can be reached within 15 minutes through the earthen road. The road leads to Chiture from where one can enjoy a slow trek of about 15 minutes to the Pattek Danda, which is located at an elevation of about 2500 meters. It provides opportunities for watching sunset and sunrise. There is regular bus service for Pattek Danda from the district headquarters. Apart from them, there are other facilities such as standard tea stalls, trails, earthen roads and other basic facilities. The facilities that can be made available and are needed in the area are communication facilities, more standard tea stalls, pony riding and local guide service (NTB, 2001).

Dhanusha Dham and Adjoining Areas 

Dhanusha Dham is located in Dhanusha district. The district occupies an area of 1,180 square kilometers and accommodates around 6,771,364 populations (Sharma et al, 2000). The major attractions of this site are situated mainly in the two VDCs, Dhanusha Govindapur and Dhanusha Dham. Both the VDCs are about 18 kilometers northeast of the district headquarters Janakpur Dham, and 10 km south of Dharapani on the Mahendra Highway. Dhanusha Dham has great religious significance. The place is believed to be the birthplace of Sita (wife of Lord Rama according to Hindu mythology). The famous Ram Janaki Mandir is located at Janakpur Dham. 

This area also holds possibility for developing village tourism, which could feature varieties of language and culture including the Maithali culture and language. The major ecotourism sites around Dhanusha Dham area are Dhanusha forest, Parashurm Kund, Ram Janaki Mandir, Ram Mandir, Ganesh Mandir, Shiva Mandir, Ramkrishna Mandir, Bhagawati Mandir, Panchamukhi Hanuman Mandir, Baba Makhandada Kuti and Dhanusha Sagar.

The Dhanusha Dham area has tropical climate. Therefore, the best season to visit the area is from Kartik to Falgun (October to February). However, Aswin (September) and Chaitra (April) is also considered a good time to visit the place (NTB, 2001).

Dhanusha Forest 

Dhanusha forest, which is also located in Dhanusha district, occupies about 36 square kilometers. The forest is mainly covered with big sal trees, bushes and ponds. The pond in the middle of the forest could be an added value to the site if it is properly managed. The site is accessible through a blacktopped road. Some of the existing tourism products at the area are simple tea stalls, camping grounds, travel services and electricity. Though this place is not still developed as an ecotourism site, there are possibilities for adding standard tea stalls, souvenir shops, camping sites, boating facility and local cultural Programs (NTB, 2001). 

Parashuram Kund 

Parashuram Kund in Dhanusha District has historical and religions significance. Those who visit Dhanusha Dham do not miss this beautiful pond. The pond could be promoted as an ecotourism site. Boating facility and village tours can be immediately added to the tourism products of the site (NTB, 2001). 

4.5.4 Tansen and Adjoining Areas

Tansen is the most attractive place in Palpa district. It is also the headquarters of the district and is linked with Pokhara and Butwal by the Siddartha Highway. Palpa as a whole is a potential site for ecotourism development. Its surrounding areas and spots are equally attractive. Spread in about 1,373 square kilometers (Sharma et. al., 2000), Palpa has numerous potential ecotourism sites such as Ranighat, Madan Pokhara, Arghali, Bhairabsthan, Kali Gandaki River, Ridi, Satyawati Lake, Ramdighat, Deule Archale, Achammeshor, Chilangdi and Tansen. These areas present opportunities for developing tourism products like boating, rafting, camping, rock climbing, bird watching, and many more. As in other potential ecotourism sites of the country, special festivals and ceremonies are performed and celebrated in the area during Baisakh Sankranti, Baisakh Purnima, Nag Panchami, Janai Purnima, Gai Jatra, Krishnasthami, Teej, Dashain, Tihar, Maghesankranti, Basanta Panchami, Shivaratri, Phagu Purnima, Chaite Dashain, and Ram Nawami (NTB, 2001).  

Ranighat

Ranighat is historically significant and is famous for the palace constructed by Khadga Shamsher, the governor of Palpa during the Rana regime. The palace was constructed in memory of his beloved queen Tej Kumari and stands majestic in an isolated place. The palace can be reached by a 7 km trail from Tansen to Ranighat. Tourism products and services in this area include natural, cultural, religious, historical and manmade items. Though there are trails and some camping grounds, bird watching, village tour, rock climbing, cultural programs and local guide service could be other important tourism products for the area (NTB, 2001).   

Madan Pokhara

Madan Pokhara lies in Palpa district. From an eco-tourism perspective Madan Pokhara is a highly suitable place for promoting village tourism. It is one of those beautiful villages that reflect well-preserved beauty displayed in its traditional religions, languages, customs and behavior. It is equally attractive from an environmental viewpoint. The regular bus service to the area has strengthened the possibility of developing eco-tourism. Though there are some tea stalls, camping grounds, communication facilities, electricity and regular bus service, other products like local cultural programs, local guide service, standard tea stalls and lodges could help enhance eco-tourism (NTB, 2001). 

Kali Gandaki River

The Kali Gandaki is a holy river and also famous for its whitewater rafting. Notwithstanding these facilities, other tourism products and services should be developed and added. Lodging facilities, mountain biking, pony riding, local guide services and rafting facilities could add to the attraction of the area. 

4.5.5 Khaptad and Adjoining Areas 

Khaptad National Park is located in the mid-mountain region of far western Nepal. The Park was established in 1984 covering an area of 224 square kilometers (DNPWC, 2000). It is the only mid-mountain national park in western Nepal, representing a unique and important ecosystem. Its vast sprawling plateaus with green grasslands surrounded by oak and coniferous forests offer a challenging yet rewarding experience unlike any other protected area in Nepal. It is in a remote place but that remoteness has helped protect its pristine beauty. The park is rich in flora and fauna. The flora can be divided into three basic vegetation zones—subtropical, temperate, and sub alpine (DNPWC, 2000). More than 135 species of flowers and 224 species of medicinal herbs can be found in the area. There are about 226 bird species, including some endangered species (DNPWC, 2000). 

KNP is also significant from a religious point of view. The late Khaptad Swami came to the Khaptad jungle in the 1940s to meditate and worship (NTB, 2001). He attained nirvana after 50 years of meditation in the same place. There is also a Tribeni, confluence of three rivers, with a temple to Lord Shiva. 

The Park has minimal tourism facilities. Currently, there are no lodges or hotels but the area has trekking facilities, electricity, communication facilities, travel services, camping grounds, simple tea stalls and trails. Products and services that can be added to the area by entrepreneurs are comfortable lodging facilities, pony riding, standard tea stalls, local guide services, camping sites, angling facility, museums, local cultural programs, rock climbing, village tour, bird watching, wildlife watching, cable car, skiing, golfing, meditation center, horse race and polo, rafting, trekking and historical tours. Besides Khaptad National Park, there are also other attractive places with the potential to be developed as ecotourism sites. They are Shaileshwori, Ramaroshan, Bhandimalika, Surma Devi and Surmasarobar, Hermitage of Khaptad Baba, Ganesh temple, Sahashralinga and Danphe Kot, Upper Tribeni, Naga Dhunga, Khapar Daha and Khapar Masto. 

Shaileshwori 

Shaileshwori temple is in Silgadhi Bazaar, which is a 10 hours bus ride from Mahendranagar. It is one of the most famous religious centers on the way to Khaptad. Its high religious significance has the power to draw tourists who visit Khaptad. Presently, there are simple tea stalls, simple lodging facility, camping grounds, communication facilities and regular bus service. The products and services that can be added are village tours, cultural programs, local guide service, souvenir shops, standard tea stalls, pony riding, mountain biking and comfortable lodging facility (NTB, 2001). 

Ramaroshan 

Ramaroshan is also a culturally important site that finds mention in Hindu mythology. According to legend, it was called Pancha Pura and it was surrounded by five cities of Goddess Parvati. It could be an attractive ecotourism site from a historical and religious view point. Tourism products and services like rock climbing, local guide service, pony riding and standard tea stalls can increase the significance and attraction of the site (NTB, 2001). 

Surma Devi and Surmasarovar 

Like other sites in the Khaptad area, Surma Devi and Surmasarovar are religiously important places. The temple of Surma Devi is situated at an altitude of 1400 feet and the Lake Surmasarovar is situated next to the temple. Both are connected to stories in Hindu mythology. With boating facilities and local guide services in the area it can be an attractive eco-tourism site. 

Chitwan and Adjoining Areas

Chitwan lies in the Central Development Region of Nepal. The area lies at an elevation of 244-1948 meters. The central attraction of the area is Royal Chitwan National Park. Though the national park is famous in the international tourism market, its adjoining areas are still unexplored and unexposed. Some of the potential eco-tourism sites in Chitwan and its nearby areas are Devghat, Pandav Nagar, Rapti Manauri, Singh Devisthan, Abuthum Lekh, Beneeghat, Bishajari Tal, Balmiki Ashram, Bikram Baba, Danda Mandir of Gaidakot (Nawalparashi District) and Narayani Bridge.

Devghat

Devghat is situated in Gardi VDC of Chitwan District. The place is mainly in Siwalik and inner Terai or Madhesh ecozone (Bhandari, 1997). Its aesthetic, social, religious/cultural and historical significance make it one of the famous sites where people from all over the nation and India come to celebrate festivals like Maghesakranti, Janaipurnima, Thulo Ekadashi etc. Since it is situated at the confluence of three holy rivers, it is revered as a holy place. It lies at the junction of Nawalparasi, Tahanu and Chitwan districts. The temples of Chakresware Mahadev, Vishnu and Shiva have been constructed atop a small hill (Bhandari, 1997). There is also a cave which is known as Sita Gufa where she is believed to have been swallowed by the earth. Currently, the site has communication facilities, regular bus service, blacktopped road, simple tea stalls and simple lodging. The products and services that can be added for promoting ecotourism are boating facilities, rafting, standard tea stalls, standard lodgings and local guide service.  

Bishajari Taal

Bishajari Taal is also in Chitwan district. Bishajari Taal (literally, twenty thousand lakes) is one of the important wetlands of Nepal. Like its name signifies the wetland consists of hundreds of smaller ponds all linked with each other. It is situated near Bharatpur Municipality and is surrounded by the Tikauli jungle. It could be an added site for those who visit Royal Chitwan National Park. As of date, there are minimal tourism facilities in the area but entrepreneurs can add some products like local guide service, and simple and standard tea stalls. 

Bikram Baba

Bikram Baba, located in Chitwan district, is a holy place for Hindus. Each year, on the first day of the Nepali year (i.e. Bikram Sambat) a large number of people from all over Nepal and even from India visit this site to worship Bikram Baba. However, there is no temple in the holy place. Instead, there is an old tree, which is worshiped by people. The site lies just beside the Rapti River near Sauraha. Though the place is not always crowded, there is the need for managing the crowds of tourists on special days, for instance New Year's Day. 

In addition to the locations mentioned above, the Tourism for Rural Poverty Alleviation Project (TRPAP) has identified other areas (Table 4.2) with potential for tourism development. 

Table 4.2: Tourism Potential in the Country

	Zone
	Sites
	Geographical zone

	Seti
	Khaptad NP
	Hills

	Karnali
	Dho VDC
	Mountains

	
	Phoksundo VDC
	Mountains

	
	Rara NP
	Mountains

	
	Simikot VDC
	Mountains

	Gandaki
	Lwang
	Hills

	
	Gorkha
	Hills

	
	Bhujung
	Hills

	
	Bandipur
	Hills

	
	Nar and Phu
	Mountains

	Lumbini
	Tansen
	Hills

	Narayani
	Chitwan
	Terai

	Bagmati
	Langtang NP
	Mountains

	
	Bhardeo
	Hills


 Source: TRPAP, 2001 cited in Shrestha and Walinga, 2003.

The Major Pilgrimage Sites of Nepal:

Hindu Sites:

Mallika Arjun – Darchula

Tripurasundari – Baitadi

Ugratara – Dadeldhura

Siddhababa – Kanchanpur

Saileswori – Silgadhi

Badimalika – Martadi, Bajura

Ramaroshan (Pancha Pura) – Sanphebagar

Chandannath – Jumla

Bageswori – Banke

Muktikshetra – Mustang

Swargadwari – Pyuthan

Rurukhetra – Tamghas

Tilicho – Manang

Devghat – Chitwan

Manakamana – Gorkha

Gosain Kunda – Rasuwa

Gadi Mai – Bar

Bhimsensthan – Dolkha

Jaleswor Mahadev – Jaleswor

Ram Janaki / Dhanushadham

Halishi Mahadev – Okhaldhunga

Barahakshetra – Sunsari

Chhinnamasta – Saptari

Pathibhara – Taplejung

Pashupatinath - Kathmandu

Buddhanilkantha - Kathmandu

Dakshinkali - Kathmandu

Changunarayan – Bhaktapur

Kathmandu Durbar Square – Kathmandu

Patan Durbar Square – Lalitpur

Bhaktapur Durbar Square – Bhaktapur 

Buddhist Sites:

Kankre Bihar – Bardiya

Shey Gompa – Dolpa

Lumbini – Kapilbastu

Swayambhunath – Kathmandu

Bouddhanath – Kathmandu

Namabuddha – Kabhre

Tyangboche Gompa – Sagarmatha

Bajrayogini – Kathmandu

